always felt sure that it Is of the greatest service Sidney to

in the art of war; nevertheless, I shall pay but L;iiigiief
sparing attention to it, and only peep through

the bars, so to speak, into the rudiments of the

science. Of Greek literature I wish to learn only
so much as shall suffice for the perfedt under-
standing of Aristotle. For though translations are
made almost daily, still I suspecfl they do not de-
clare the meaning of the author plainly or aptly
enough; and besides,! am utterly ashamed to be
following the stream, as Cicero saysf and not go
to the fountain head. Of the works of Aristotle, I
consider the politics to be the most worth read-
ing; and I mention this in reference to your ad-
vice that I should apply myself to moral philoso-
phy. Of the German language, my dear Hubert,
I absolutely despair* It has a sort of harshness,
you know very well what 1 mean, so that at my
age I have no hope that I shall ever master it,
even so as to understand it; nevertheless, to
you, 1 will sometimes, especially at dinner, prac-
tise it with my good Delius. I readily allow that
I am often more serious than cither my or
my pursuits demand; yet this I have learned
by experience,, that I am never less a prey to
melancholy than when 1 am earnestly applying
the feeble powers of my mind to some high and
difficult objecft But enough of this.
I am both glad and sorry that you ask me so

33ing of the kind. I venture to expose my-
